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very tolerable, the fish and poultry excellent, but marred
in their cooking, every thing swimming in oil; the fruits
delicious, one especially so, the mangosteen, which I thought
the most exquisite I ever tasted any where. The flavour
although sweet and rich is extremely delicate, and any
quantity of it might be eaten without risk of injuring the
health. Captain Elphinstone was at them morning, noon,
and night, the whole time lamenting he had so short a
period to enjoy them, for it is impossible to keep them
long; even on shore they spoil in twenty four hours after
being gathered.

When we were leaving the ship Rogers cautioned me
respecting the women, saying, " Take care of yourself, Bill,
the Malays are a dangerous and revengeful people, and you
who are by nature of an amorous disposition, you will be
looking after the girls, in which case should any of the men
discover you, certainly you will have one of their creeses
up to the hilt in your guts." As he said this with great
gravity, and I was utterly ignorant of the habits or preju-
dices of the people I was going amongst, I resolved to
keep clear of all amours, and have as little as possible to do
with the Malays.

There being no bedchambers for guests at the tavern,
sleeping apartments were engaged and prepared for us
at other houses. McClintock and I agreed to keep to-
gether, but were not able so to do from there not being
a room with two beds in it. After supper we retired
to our respective chambers. Mine was a large one level
with the street, into which it looked, having a decent
bed and furniture. Dismissing the servant who attended
me to it, I examined the windows, which I found well
secured by strong iron bars. I then locked the door inside,
undressed and laid down, as I conceived in perfect security.
Notwithstanding the intense heat which instantly threw
me into a profuse perspiration, the violent exercise I had
taken in the day so fatigued me that I soon fell into a deep
sleep, from which I was suddenly awakened by some
person's shaking me. Greatly alarmed, I bounced up, nor